
Raising Special Kids
Families Helping Families

Guardianship and Self-determination
Supporting Decision-making and Competence
By Marissa Huth
	 Age 18 marks the threshold of a child’s entry 
to adult life.  It’s a milestone that many parents 
of children with developmental and other signifi-
cant disabilities find difficult.  
	 Every individual acquires the rights and 
responsibilities of an adult on their 18th birthday 
unless specific legal actions prevent it.  Often, 
parents struggle with decisions about how to 

support their child in adulthood, and they may 
wonder what choices are available and appro-
priate to provide adequate protection for their 
child.  For parents of a child who has challenges 
in handling money, making important medical 
decisions, or knowing whom to trust, this transi-
tion presents several options. In the educational 
environment, the right to make decisions about 
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Staff Spotlight
Gabi Parra - Family Support Specialist

Gabriela “Gabi” Parra, originally from Juarez, Chihuahua 
Mexico, is a single parent of two boys with special needs.  Her 
oldest son received the diagnosis of autism at age three.  Her 
youngest was diagnosed with ADHD just two years ago.  “It has 
been a difficult journey with both of my boys, but I feel that it 
has helped me.  Not only did I become a better teacher and pro-
active parent, it has made me a better person.  We celebrate all the 

triumphs in my boys’ 
lives, big or small. I 
certainly don’t take 
things for granted.”

In addition to 
her work and family 
responsibilities, Gabi 
earned a master’s 
degree in education 
and is working toward 
a doctorate. 		

Gabi credits her resilience to the great support she receives from 
her family. “I couldn’t do what I do without my parents’ support, 
my siblings’ understanding and acceptance, and everyone’s 
unconditional love.”

Gabi first learned of Raising Special Kids in her search for 
community support and training at an autism conference. “I 
wished I had known about Raising Special Kids sooner. I did the 
best that I could with the information and knowledge that I had 
at the time. If Raising Special Kids had been a part of my support 
system earlier, it would have been so much easier to navigate the 
different systems of care.”

Now that Gabi has joined the Raising Special Kids staff, she 
provides bilingual support to families. “Being a Family Support 
Specialist is very rewarding. There’s a warm feeling in my heart 
when a parent expresses how grateful they are to have found 
someone who knows exactly what they are going through.  I feel 
that I have found my purpose and I know that I am in the right 
place.”
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	 Raising Special Kids is pleased to announce 
a new partnership with the Salt River Pima 
Maricopa Indian Community. 
Through a generous $10,000 grant 
from Casino Arizona, Raising 
Special Kids will offer an enhanced 
network of education and services 
to members of the Salt River Pima 
Maricopa community.

• Two mini-conferences offering a 		
	 full day of educational workshops 	
	 for parents 
• Arizona Early Intervention Program overview 		
	 workshops

• Information at community outreach events
• In-service trainings for teachers, ESS 
	 coordinators and IHS staff 

• Two scholarships for the Epics 
	 annual Native American Confer-		
	 ence on Special Education
		
	Raising Special Kids gratefully 
acknowledges Casino Arizona and 
the Salt River Pima Maricopa Indi-
an Community for creating op-
portunities for parents to gain the 
information, training, and leader-
ship skills to become more 			

		  effective advocates for their children.  

school transfers from parent to child (see page 5 
for Transfer of Parent’s Rights). 
	 Sher, the parent of a young adult with disabil-
ities, faced this critical decision for her daughter. 
In high school, some students had subjected 
Whitney to financial manipulation, and her fami-
ly was concerned about her ability to make health 
care decisions. “As Whitney was approaching 18, 
we needed to start thinking about these things. 
We wanted to explore every option, and guard-
ianship was something we considered,” said 
Sher. 
	 After consulting a lawyer, the family discov-
ered that guardianship meant their daughter 
would lose the right to vote, have her own bank 
account, choose to get married, and more. “We 
found this very distressing. How could we strip 
Whitney of her rights? We felt there were other 
options, but if those did not work out, we could 
revisit the idea of guardianship.” They saw full 
guardianship as an “all or nothing” approach 
that did not provide flexibility for their daughter 
to exercise her abilities or participate in choices.
	 Guardianship is a legal action taken by a 
court in which the power and obligation to make 
decisions for an individual, or “ward,” is as-
signed to another party, often a relative or trust-
ed friend. Many parents consider guardianship 

as a way to provide security and long-term con-
tinuity of care. Some families fear that if they do 
not go through guardianship proceedings their 
child may be taken away from them, lose import-
ant services, or be forced to live in an institution.
Some parents wrongly assume that guardian-
ship is an automatic process for a child with a 
developmental disability. Guardianship must be 
requested and legally granted through a formal 
court process. Another common misconception is 
that guardianship costs thousands of dollars.  It 
is not necessary to pay high fees—the guardian-
ship process can involve a minimal cost if family 
members file court documents themselves in-
stead of hiring an attorney.

Options 

	 Different forms of guardianship, as well as ef-
fective alternatives to guardianship have become 
available, and parents may choose to combine 
options to achieve the most beneficial situation 
for their child. 
	 Greater awareness of individual capabilities, 
plus an improved understanding of effective 
methods of support for people with disabilities 
has emerged in recent years. These options are 
prompting a push to enhance opportunities for 

Raising Special Kids Announces Partnership with SRPMIC
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independence, autonomy, and inclusion. 
Sher notes that her daughter “knows she is of 
age, and knows she is entitled to make these 
decisions. Whitney opted to give us power of 
attorney for her health. She has a bank account. 
She is registered to vote, and we assist her in un-
derstanding the voting materials so she can make 
her own decisions.”

Changing Expectations
	
	 Research shows people who have more con-
trol over their lives have better outcomes in qual-
ity of life measures. In one study, students who 
were able to exercise greater self-determination 
had better experiences with employment, access 
to health care and other benefits, financial inde-
pendence, and independent living. Recognition 
of the need to promote self-advocacy and avoid 
restricting individual choice is gaining ground.
When a person has limitations in one area, some-
times assumptions will be made about the per-
son’s abilities in other areas.  However, individ-
ual capabilities are not “all or nothing.” Support 
may be needed only for making certain decisions 
and enhancing specific capabilities. This “assisted 
competence” can honor an individual’s prefer-
ences, choices, and abilities.

Supported Decision-making

	 Decision-making is a learned skill, and skill 
levels may change over time. Sher said, “We 
made our daughter a partner in these decisions. 
She has grown into a confident, capable young 
woman. We have never regretted our decision.” 
Views of social obligations for people with dis-
abilities are changing from traditional ideas of 
providing “benign protection” by assuming 
control over an individual’s choices to helping 
that individual retain civil rights and responsibil-
ities. Changing views have led to a shift from 
an emphasis on just ensuring health and safety to 
enhancing self-determination through practices 
such as supported decision-making. With sup-
ported decision-making, individuals receive help 
tailored to their unique needs enabling them to 
make informed decisions. 

Person-Centered Planning

 	 Person-centered planning is a process that 
focuses on the interests and desires of an indi-
vidual in helping to plan that person’s future. 
Using person-centered planning is an effective 
way of choosing the most meaningful options 
for a young adult. This process can help parents 
preserve their child’s rights and dignity through 
balancing safety and protection with self-deter-
mination, and basing decisions on the unique 
needs of their child. 
	 Parents planning for their young adult’s 
well-being in adulthood, must have access to 
accurate information and know all the options 
available. Sher suggested, “The most important 
thing is to know your child. You can only do 
what is right for you and your family.”

Does My Child Need a Guardian? 

The primary test for determining the 
need for guardianship focuses on the 
ability to make decisions, and to commu-
nicate the decisions once made regard-
ing living arrangements, medical care, 
vocational and educational services, and 
managing finances.

Questions to ask:

• Does the individual understand that a 	
	 decision needs to be made? 

• Does the individual understand the 		
	 options available in making 
	 a decision?
 
• Does the individual understand the 		
	 potential consequences of the deci-		
	 sion and options? 

• Can the individual direct the decision 	
	 to appropriate parties? 

(From: National Guardianship Association, Inc. http://www.
guardianship.org/pdf/Question_Answers.pdf )

- continued from page 3
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	 Happy 18th birthday!  Guess what? Your 
child is now an adult and legally responsible for 
making all decisions and living with the results 
of those decisions. For parents 
of young adults with disabil-
ities, a child’s 18th birthday 
has added significance and 
impact. 
	 For special education 
purposes, the “Transfer of 
Parental Rights at the Age 
of Majority” is the Arizona 
terminology used to describe 
how the rights formerly held 
by the parents automatically 
transfer to the student.   Af-
ter the age of 18, the student 
can agree to sign over their 
educational rights to their 
parents.  The student must be 
informed of and understand 
both the advantages and dis-
advantages of delegating this 
responsibility.  Students may 
revoke this delegation at any 
time.
	 The Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) requires schools to notify students 
that the transfer of rights is going to take place.  
Often, the IEP document has a checkbox for 
schools to indicate whether they have made the 
notification.  The IDEA simply requires schools to 
provide notification of the transfer of educational 
rights, and document that they provided notifica-

tion.
	 The Legal Options Manual produced by the 
Arizona Center for Disability Law is an excellent 

resource for parents.   The 
manual contains the form 
“Delegation of Right to Make 
Educational Decisions”.  The 
form needs the signatures of 
the student and the student’s 
representative, and the sig-
natures must be notarized.  
Download a copy at www.
raisingspecialkids.org
	If no other options are ap-
propriate, parents may de-
cide to petition for guardian-
ship prior to the young adult 
turning 18.   When a judge 
makes the determination 
prior to age 18 that guard-
ianship is in the best interest 
of the young adult, there is 
no need for the student to 
delegate their educational 
rights.  Educational rights are 
included with all the other 

rights that the judge decides the guardian should 
assume for the child.
	 For more information about options to con-
sider when an individual is approaching the age 
18, register for Raising Special Kids’ Turning 
18 – Legal Options workshop.  Find a list of our 
trainings at http://www.raisingspecialkids.org/
events-training.

When Your Child Turns 18
Transfer of parental rights to the young adult

For more information or to attend workshops on legal options for adults with disabili-
ties,  call Raising Special Kids at 602-242-4366 or visit raisingspecialkids.org

MAKE A DIFFERENCE by joining the Compass Club today!
You’re invited to take a leadership role in building stronger families by pledging to 
make a monthly contribution to Raising Special Kids. Compass Club members help 
us provide information and training to empower families to create better outcomes 
for children with special needs.

Visit www.raisingspecialkids.org/compassclub to join today!
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No Cost Workshops & Training
Talleres y Entrenamiento Sin Costo

Register online at www.raisingspecialkids.org or call 800-237-3007
Regístrese en línea en www.raisingspecialkids.org o llame al 800-237-3007

Phoenix
Disability Empowerment Center 
5025 E. Washington St. #204 
Phoenix, AZ 85034
Our office is a fragrance-free environment. 

Bullying Prevention
Tue. 4/15/2014, 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Turning 18 - Legal Options
Sat. 3/15/14, 10:00am - 12:00pm
Thu. 4/10/14, 6:00pm - 8:00pm

High School Transition
Sat. 3/15/14, 1:00pm - 3:00pm

IDEA: What You Need To Know
Thu. 2/13/14, 6:00pm-8:00pm

IEP Training
Sat. 3/15/14, 1:00pm - 3:00pm
Thu. 3/27/14, 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Thu. 4/15/14, 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Positive Behavior Support
Sat. 3/15/14, 10:00am - 12:00pm
Thu. 4/10/14, 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Understanding 504
Thu. 3/27/14, 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Flagstaff
Exceptional Student Services
3100 N. West St. Suite 300
Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Positive Behavior Support
Thu. 3/13/14, 10:00am - 12:00pm
Thu. 3/13/14, 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Turning 18 - Legal Options
Thu. 4/10/14, 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Tucson
Eckstrom-Columbus Library
4350 E. 22nd St.
Tucson, AZ 85711

IEP Training
Wed. 3/12/14, 10:30am - 12:30pm

Understanding 504
Thu. 4/9/14, 10:30am - 12:30pm

Conferences
Multiple workshops in one day

Pinal County
Special Education Conference

Sat. 3/1/14, 9:00am - 3:15pm 
Mary C. O’Brien
Elementary School
1400 N. Eleven Mile Corner Rd. 
Casa Grande, AZ  85194

• IDEA: What You Need to Know
• IEP Training
• High School Transition

Ganado
High School Transition Conference
Sat. 3/8/14, 9:00am - 3:30pm 
Ganado Unified School District 
Administration Conference Room
Hwy 264, Ganado, AZ 86505

• Partners for Transition
• Getting & Keeping the 1st Job
• Turning 18 - Legal Options

Entrenamiento en 
Español
Disability Empowerment Center 
5025 E. Washington St. #204 
Phoenix, AZ 85034
Somos una oficina libre de fragrancias. 

Cumpliendo los 18 –
Opciones Legales
Viér. 3/7/14, 10:00am - 11:30am
Viér. 4/11/14, 10:00am - 11:30am

Entrenamiento del IEP
Sáb. 3/8/14, 10:00am - 12:00pm
Sáb. 4/26/14, 1:00pm - 3:00pm

El Comportamiento Positivo
Sáb. 3/8/14, 1:00pm - 3:00pm
Sáb. 4/26/14, 10:00am - 12:00pm

Familias Resistentes
Lun. 3/17/14, 10:00am - 11:30am

Conferencias
Condado Pinal
Conferencia de Educación Especial

Sáb. 3/1/14, 9:00am - 3:15pm 
Mary C. O’Brien
Elementary School
1400 N. Eleven Mile Corner Rd. 
Casa Grande, AZ  85194
• IDEA: Lo Que Usted Necesita 	
	 Saber
• Entrenamiento del IEP
• Transición de Escuela 		
	 Secundaria

Recent Advances in the Treatment of Cerebral Palsy Conference
March 8, 2014 7:30am to 12:30pm
Free Admission • Free Parking

Phoenix Children’s Hospital
Melvin L. Cohen Conference Center • Rosenberg Children’s Medical Plaza
1920 E. Cambridge Ave. • Phoenix, AZ 85006

Register at: 
www.phoenixchildrens.org/recent-advances-treatment-cerebral-palsy
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	 Los 18 años son cruciales y le causan gran an-
siedad a muchos padres de niños con discapaci-
dades del desarrollo. 
	 Todas las personas adquieren derechos y 
obligaciones al cumplir 18 
años salvo que se tomen 
medidas para evitarlo. Para 
quienes tienen un hijo con 
dificultades para manejar 
las finanzas, elegir en quien 
confiar o tomar decisiones 
médicas importantes, ese 
momento trascendental 
puede implicar tener que 
tomar decisiones particular-
mente complejas. En algunos 
casos, los padres tienen problemas para decidir 
cómo apoyar mejor a sus hijos en la adultez y se 
preguntan qué opciones tienen y cuáles son las 
más adecuadas para proteger a sus hijos. 
	 Algunos padres asumen que la Tutela (guard-
ianship) es un proceso automático para los niños 
con discapacidades del desarrollo, pero no es así. 
Debe solicitarse y debe ser otorgada legalmente 
tras un proceso formal en tribunales. 
	 Muchos padres piensan que la Tutela es una 
forma de ofrecer seguridad y mantener los cuida-
dos a largo plazo. Algunas familias temen que les 
quiten a sus hijos o los obliguen a vivir en una 
institución si no obtienen la Tutela.
	 Muchos tienen la idea equivocada de que 
obtener la Tutela cuesta miles de dólares. No es 
necesario pagar honorarios elevados, pues el pro-
ceso puede llevarse a cabo por un costo mínimo 
si los familiares presentan los documentos en los 
tribunales en vez de contratar a un abogado para 
los trámites.  

Opciones 

	 Tener una discapacidad no significa que au-
tomáticamente se requiera la Tutela total. Ahora 
existen distintos tipos de Tutela y alternativas 
efectivas a la misma y los padres pueden combi-
nar opciones para que su hijo esté en la situación 

más beneficiosa posible. 
	 En los últimos años, han mejorado tanto el 
grado de concientización en torno a las capaci-
dades individuales como la comprensión hacia 

métodos de apoyo efectivos 
para personas con disca-
pacidades. Esta situación 
promueve el fortalecimiento 
de oportunidades para la in-
dependencia, la autonomía 
y la inclusión. 
	 Si una persona tiene 
limitaciones en un área, se 
tiende a hacer conjeturas 
sobre las capacidades de 
esa persona en otras áreas, 

pero las capacidades individuales no son cosa de 
“todo o nada”. Se puede apoyar a una persona 
mediante asistencia específica, por ejemplo, se le 
puede ayudar a tomar decisiones, para fortalecer 
capacidades específicas, según sea necesario. Esta 
“capacidad asistida” respeta las preferencias, 
elecciones y habilidades individuales. Tomar 
decisiones es una habilidad aprendida y el nivel 
de destreza puede cambiar con el tiempo. 

Planificación centrada en la persona	
La planificación centrada en la persona es un pro-
ceso enfocado en los intereses y deseos del indi-
viduo para ayudarlo a planificar su futuro. Es un 
método efectivo para elegir las opciones más sig-
nificativas para los jóvenes. Este proceso puede 
ayudar a los padres a preservar los derechos y la 
dignidad de sus hijos combinando seguridad y 
protección con autodeterminación y basando las 
decisiones en las necesidades únicas de sus hijos. 
	 Cuando los padres planifican para el bienestar 
de sus hijos en la adultez, deben tener acceso a 
información precisa y conocer todas las opciones 
disponibles.  Si requiere mayor información o 
talleres sobre curatela (guardianship), llame a 
Raising Special Kids o ubique los talleres en rais-
ingspecialkids.org/events-training/. 

Tutela (guardianship) y Autodeterminación 
Apoyar la toma de decisiones y las capacidades
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Cave Creek
	 Cat Rivera
Chandler
	 Cathy Turner
	 Dawn Bailey
	 Karin Smith
	 Lisa Myers
	 Marti Baio
	 Rigo Lopez
	 Samantha Flores
El Mirage
	 Rosa Ramirez
Flagstaff
	 April Judd
	 Emily Strong
	 Laura Stanton
	 Shannon Taylor
Gilbert
	 Carol Boyd
	 Jo Ellen Guthrie
	 Louise Murphy

	 Tammy Leeper
Glendale
	 Dawn Kurbat
	 Marci Monaghan
Kingman
	 Art Gode
Lake Havasu
	 DJ Carpenter
Mesa
	 Cynthia Elliott
	 Danielle Pollett
	 Erika Villanueva
	 Jennifer Adler
	 Kim Cohill
	 Kristina Park
	 Susan Melton
Peoria
	 Niccole Swim
	 Sharon Blanton
Phoenix
	 Ana Arjona

	 Damita Radtke
	 Dana Wayne
	 Doris Ortega
	 Flora Amaya
	 Heather Joy Magdelano
	 Inilda Christensen
	 Jeannie Bremerkamp
	 Lisa Case
	 Lori Stuart
	 Maria Lopez
	 Marlene Carrasco
	 Michael Sanderfer
	 Nancy Licht
	 Nicole Kauffman
	 Paulina Tiffany
	 Rolando Paredes
	 Rosa Chacon
	 Susan Tucker
Rio Rico
	 Maria Scholnick

Scottsdale
	 Ched Salasek
	 Jill Castle
	 Katie Petersen
	 Lynn Michels
	 Madeline Agpoon
	 Mary Quinsler
	 Megan Bopp
	 Steve Lee

Tempe
	 Janet Romo
	 Laurie Shook
	 Megan Davis Dey
Tucson
	 Nancy Kupers
Yuma
	 Juanita Medina

Parent Leaders are the Heart of Raising Special Kids
Thank You! 

	 When Laurie and her husband adopted Ad-
ilynn, they anticipated a few minor medical 
issues. What they 
couldn’t have antici-
pated was the hospi-
talizations, medical 
procedures and over 
a dozen specialists 
necessary to meet 
Adilynn’s medical 
needs. “We have been 
hospitalized a total of 
four times and with 
every stay we would 
leave with more doc-
tors, tests, and stress 
to come,” Laurie said. 
“We were bombarded with paperwork, insurance 
issues, and the feeling that we were drowning 
and couldn’t catch up.”
	 In addition to Adilynn, the Shooks have a two 
year old foster son who also has special needs. “I 
felt overwhelmed, stressed, sad, and even hope-
less at times. I would sit at the hospital and cry 
some days because I wasn’t sure how to move 

forward or where to begin.”
	 Following Adilynn’s surgery, Laurie received 

a call from Raising 
Special Kids. “They 
helped me cope with 
her new feeding tube 
and the best help of all 
was that I got pointed 
in the right direction 
on how to get Long 
Term Care set up! I 
finally felt like I could 
breathe again!”
	Through Raising 
Special Kids’ Par-
ent-to-Parent Connec-
tion program, Laurie 

was connected with another mom who also has 
a child with complex medical needs. “I could 
talk to someone who understands and someone 
who is a few steps ahead of where we were at 
the time. I now know just how important Raising 
Special Kids is to those who have kids with spe-
cial needs.”

Family Story



9

ABIL
	 Pam Larson
ACCEL
	 Sabrina Sanbran
ACES of Avondale
	 Tom Hickey
American Diabetes Association
	 Anne Dennis
Arizona Autism Coalition
Arizona Autism United
	 Paulina Tiffany
Arizona Care Providers
	 Eva Budge
	 Jaqueline Derks
	 Jackie Rivas
Arizona Charter Academy
	 Jenn Watson
Arizona Chapter of American 
Academy of Pediatrics
	 Amanda Summer
Arizona Charter Academy
	 Jenn Watson
Arizona’s Children Association
	 Amanda Coe
	 Amy Jordan
	 Ana Longoria, MSW
	 Jane Lord
	 Joshua Simpson
	 Meagan Vasey
	 Scott Quillen
Arizona Cooperative Therapies
	 Stephanie Badilla
	 Pilar Ojeda
	 Daniela Rodriguez, DSI
Arizona Department of Edu-
cation
	 Bob Fitzsimmons
	 Colleen Ryan
	 Barbra Sandy
	 Peggy Hedrogo
	 Oran Tkatchov
	 Amy Dill
	 Diane McCormick
	 Charles Tack
	 Lisa Yancarelli
	 Bob Fitzsimmons
	 Becky Raabe
Arizona Department of Health 
Services - OCSHCN
	 Ralph Figueroa
Arizona Early Intervention 
Program
	 Maureen Casey-Waid
Aurora Behavioral Health
	 Fred Burgmann
AZ Children’s Center Clinic
	 Dawn Eddy
Banner Good Samaritan
	 Cynthia Nakamura
	 Annamarie Ricci
Banner Cardon Children’s Medi-
cal Center
	 Ashley Gershanor
	 Shayla Paap, MSW
	 Heidi Solak
	 Patty Zowada, LMSW
Bethesda Pediatrics
	 Jesse Sandrik
Broward Early Steps Program	
	 Alicia Delissor
Buwalda Psychological Services
	 Dale King, PsyD
Canyon Ridge Elementary
	 Shelley Isai
Care 1st Avondale Resource 
Center	 	
	 Jennifer Griffin
Catholic Charities
	 Courtney Gibson
Centro de Amistad
	 Elva Torres

Chandler School District
	 Joan Kern
Chicanos Por La Causa
	 Teresa Arrizon
	 Silvia Zavala
Child Abuse Prevention Center
	 Merry Placer
Child Crisis Center
	 Cristina Prull
Child and Family Support 
Services
	 Tina Adams
	 Kim Yamamoto
	 Janie Long
Child and Family Services
	 Jamie Mauldin
Child Protective Service
	 Eleanor Chase
	 Marcia Joslin	
	 Renee Gallagher
Children’s Medical Group
	 Jeffrey Maxcy, MD
Children’s Rehabilitative 
Services
	 Sarah Anderson, Ph.D
	 Cynthia Monheim-Janss, Ph.D
	 Linda Thunn, PT
	 Andrea Vlauh
	 Felisa Flys
City of Phoenix Early HeadStart
	 Mayra Morales	
	 Sylvia de Leon-Marquez
Crisis Nursery
	 Anselma Berumen
	 Cristina Lagunas
Devereux
	 Sarai Guzman
Division of Developmental 
Disabilities
	 Sylvia Acosta
	 Brittany Adkins
	 Carmen Aguilera
	 Chari Ainsworth
	 Tiffany Arenas
	 Priscilla Avila
	 Lida Basir
	 Kimberly Bea
	 Kimberly Becker
	 Kimberly Bell
	 Ruben Bernal
	 Dominique Blackman-McKinley
	 Karen Boehm
	 Maria Bravo
	 Heather Broker
	 Lois Brooks
	 Lora Bruton
	 Kathleen Calder
	 Ashley Cannella
	 Robin Chanto
	 Lisa Collier
	 Zane Cooper
	 Wanda Copeland
	 Susan Courinos
	 Cyrene Dahl
	 Anjell Doude
	 Vanessa Druse
	 Rachel Dunn
	 Rose Fabris
	 Karin Filzen
	 Zenobia Gipson Burke
	 Kathi Guildig
	 Katlin Guilding
	 Esther Hasz
	 Rachel Hayes
	 Sharon Heart-Cote
	 Christina Heinzel
	 Toni Hernandez
	 Priscilla Hernandez-Bailey
	 Martha Hidrogo
	 Esther Hosz
	 Chandra Houston

	 Erika Huff
	 Cindy Iglesias
	 Sandy Janicki
	 Bonnie Kaplan
	 Kristina Kelsch
	 Jill Keyes-McClements
	 William Kilgore
	 Cameron Kizziah
	 Carly Konieczny
	 Michelle Korbbe
	 Janet Lamenent
	 Janet Landman
	 Sylvia Lee
	 Elisea Limones
	 Brent Maloney Cote
	 Candy Mancuso
	 Ellyn Manzo
	 Lucia Marquez
	 Chelsie Martin
	 Betty McAnley
	 Trina Merritt
	 Martha Mills
	 Marta Monyer
	 Kristina Murphy
	 Cundie Muschinski
	 Tomasita Najera
	 Roxanne Nasir
	 Mi Nguyen
	 Mario Nunez
	 Laura Perez
	 Shelly Peterson
	 Charlene Pinango
	 Christy Rail
	 Esmeralda Ramirez
	 Lisa Rennells
	 Lynn Rhodes
	 Nancy Rivera
	 Shena Rivers Burke
	 Debra Rosinsky
	 Brandy Rowland
	 Claudia Saenz
	 Lauren Schmidt
	 Maria Schritter
	 Donna Smith
	 Cristy Spear
	 Susan Stewart
	 Jennifer Stoeber
	 Andrea Turner
	 Tiffany Vaughn
	 Josie Velarde
	 Vickie White
	 Michell Wiley
	 Megan Woelfel
	 Simon Woo
	 Veronica Zurita
Easter Seals Blake Founda-
tion-Yuma
	 Teri Koenig
	 Edith Provazek
EMPACT
	 Dawn Arial
Family Learning Center
	 Maritsa Beltran Morales
Family Voices
	 Beverly Baker
Flagstaff Medical Center
	 Ashleigh Watkins
Flagstaff Medical Center - Chil-
dren’s Health Center
	 Susan Boness, LCSW
Flowing Wells Unified District
	 Susan Olson-Shinn
Fowler School District
	 Julie Davis
Health Care Alternatives
	 Danielle Wright, RN
Healthy Families Coconino Pub-
lic Health Service District
	 Heike Kelly
Highland Park Elementary
	 Melissa Stombaugh

Hopi Jr/Sr High School
	 Dirk Wirth
Indian Health Services
	 Kim Taylor
Jewish Family and Children’s 
Services
	 Kelly Friediander, PT
	 Bertha Chavez
Kaleidoscope Consulting, LLC
	 Gail Curran
Kids Kare Pediatrics
	 Klint Webb
Maximus
	 Vivica Cowles
Miami Early Head Start
	 Pam Trobaugh
Montessori School - Mesa
	 Melleke Vamsabooyen
Los Niños Hospital
	 Jodi Samuel
Maricopa Health Plan
	 Kim Browning
Maricopa Medical Center
	 Christine Fruchey
	 Autumn Livinghouse, RN
	 Sara Paxton
	 Marisa Salt
MIHS CHC Pediatrics
	 Stacy Moreno
MIKID
	 Liz Dubrow
Mountain Park Health Center
	 Barbara Hare, PsyD
North Country Health Care
	 Donna Furlong
People of Color Network
	 Virginia Solano
Paloma School District
	 Ryan Smith
Peoria Unified School District	
	 Amy Snyder
Phoenix Children’s Hospital
	 Marjorie Abele
	 Robin Blitz
	 Jennifer Stalteri
	 Dr. John Fulton
	 Dr. Jarrar
	 Josie Jones
	 Susan Larkin
	 Jodi Meadows, CPNP
	 Dr. Kristen Samaddar
	 Julia Soto
	 Dr. Beth Trevino
Phoenix Children’s Hospital - 
Emily Center
	 Joy MacLeod, RN
Phoenix Indian Medical Center
	 Jessica Armendariz
	 Jesse Sandrik, RN
Pinal Gila Community Child 
Services
	 Tera Leigh
Pueblo Del Sol Elementary
	 Kathy Dancil
RISE Early Intervention
	 Marybelle Aguilar
	 Pam Black
	 Rachael Cervantes
	 Rafaela Estrada  Beltran
	 Malea Grace
	 Brooke Hitcock
	 Joanna Resh DSI
RISE Services
	 Rafaela Estrada
Saguaro Foundation
	 Jose Vera
Sharing Down Syndrome
	 Claudia Cota
	 Teresa Adair
SRP-MIC Early Childhood 
Education

	 Judy Santeo
Sonora Science Academy
	 Kenny Walker
Sonoran UCED
	 Leslie Cohen Wheeler
Southwest Human Development
	 Bonnie Drenth
	 Dr. Daniel Kessler, MD
	 Priscilla Avila Morales
	 Jennifer Knight
	 Beth Loughrige-Parent, PT
	 Trish Rohloff
	 Nicole Walrod
Southwest Network
	 Eddie Mares, DPT
Stride Psychological Services, 
LLC
	 Mary Oakley, PsyD CC-AASP
State of Washington Department 
of Social and Health Services
	 Carol Wood
Summit School FUSD
	 Yvona Campbell
Sunrise Therapy
	 Rosemarie Strout
Tempe Community Action 
Agency
	 Zoila Flores
Tohono O’odham Division of 
Special Needs
	 Denise Aldrich
Touchstone Behavioral Health
	 Kathy Allen
	 Maria Carpio
	 Shemeka Gooden
UMOM
	 Karly Savoy
	 Michelle Mada
United Cerebral Palsy of Central 
AZ
	 Dale King, LMSW
	 Elva Rama
United Way of Tucson
	 Stephanie Burdick-Shepherd
University of Arizona Heath 
Network
	 Kimberly Browning, RN
Valle de Sol
	 Lizzette Novelo, LAC
	 Sandra Lerma-Espinoza
Washington Elementary School 
District
	 Megan Tolway
West Valley Pediatrics
	 Collen Cunningham
Western Arizona Council of 
Government
	 Erika Argueta
Willcox School District
	 Carol Crockett
Yuma Union High School Dis-
trict		
	 Zeenat Pereira
Individuals
	 Nicky Carter, ED
	 Dawn Bailey
	 Julie Haller
	 Robert Lorig
	 Debbie Martinez
	 Jill McCollum
	 Kris McHendrik
	 Annemarie Patterson
	 Ray Rodriguez, Jr
	 Dr. Cody Conklin
	 Dr. Craig Courtney
	 Hope Kirsch
	 Dr. Tanzi
	 Tracey Floyd
	 Diane Robinson
	

Thank You for Referring Families to Raising Special Kids
May - November 2013



10

	 The search for a quality child care provider is 
an anxiety-inducing task for any parent. When 
my wife and I began our search, we had all the 

usual worries 
plus additional 
concerns regard-
ing our son’s 
special devel-
opmental and 
physical needs. 
	 We started 
the process by 
writing down 
our list of feat-
uers and qual-
ities that were 
essential to us 
from a child 
care provider. 
Next, we asked 
our friends with 

kids about their experiences and recommenda-
tions. Finally, we turned to the internet to find 
locations, read amenities lists and reviews writ-
ten by other parents.
	 We scheduled visits with providers in our 

immediate vicinity, asked a lot of questions, and 
explained our son’s needs. After a few visits we 
expanded the area of our search. We decided that 
a little extra driving was okay if it meant finding 
the right provider. 

	
	 Finding the right provider takes time, re-
search and access to good information. Experi-
ences like ours are not uncommon. Arizona data 
suggests that 1 in 5 parents of young children 
are trying to find day care services and over 40% 
of parents of children with disabilities report 
difficulty in finding child care.
	 There are many excellent resources in Arizona 
for finding child care. Parents can find this infor-
mation by visiting www.raisingspecialkids.org/
resources or by calling 602-242-4366.

Quality Child Care
By Neil Wintle

Over 40% of parents of 
children with disabilities 
report difficulty in finding 
child care
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Transformational - $35,000 +
Carescape

Guardians of the Mission – 
$7,000 – $19,000
Casino Arizona

Champions for the Cause - 
$1,000-$6,999 (Business)
Advanced Business Learning
American Fire Equipment & 
Service
Arizona Business Bank
Bufka Foundation
Hannah B Foundation
Kile & Kupiszewski
Lewis Roca & Rothgerber
Micheal M Peacock Foundation
Perkins Coie, LLP
Salesforce Foundation
Talley, Inc.

Julia Leadership Society – 
$1,000- $6,999 (Individuals)
Paula & James Banahan
Thomas Batson
Jodi Feuerhelm
Eugene Huang
Regan Iker-Lopez & Rigo 
Lopez
Adam & Mary Ann Mays
John Hoie & Joyce Millard 
Hoie
Lawrence O’Neil
Bill & Marsha Pike
Heather Prouty
Karin Smith

Pilots - $500 - $999
Lisa Aaroe
Nancy Allen
AZ Family Channel 3
Kevin & Amy Bonner
Carrie Curran Art Studios
Edward Diethrich, II
Disneyland Resort
Drs. Elaine Ellis & Marty 
Krepco
Elizabeth Freeburg
Nancy Gunderson
Jacob David Hammond
Janna & Mark Murrell
Donald & Danielle Needham
Marilyn Peda
Provident Partners Realty & 
Management
Jacob Robertson
Saddleback Roofing
Chuck & Nancy Smith
Total Wine & More
Rob & Kelly Watson

Mentors - $100 - $499
Leah Alger 
Dr. Mary Allare
Scott Anderson
Arizona Theatre Company
ASU Alumni Association
Ellen Babby
Elsie Badger
Lorrie Bean
Beata Blank
Dr. Robin Blitz

Diane Bradley
Barbara Brent
Walter Brown
Barbara Buchanan
Evangeline & Patrick Buckley
Jeni Calkins
Susan Cannata
Shari Capra
John Carroll, II
Anne Chase
Marilyn Coffman
Jim Cole
Bob Cox
Desert Botanical Gardens
Karim Diab
Dixon Golf, Inc
Kathy & Yves Dumaplin
Eagle Mountain Golf Club
Alex Eckert
Josephine Errant
Jill Estep
Michelle & Arvid Faudskar
Michelle Ferber
Lynn Fox
Hugh Foy
Steve & Vickie French
Paula Friedlung
Michelle Gardner
Jerry D Gerk
Lisa Glow
Art Gode
Christopher Goeman
Great American Title Agency 
Nancy Gretzinger
Steve & Diana Gruber
Thomas Halpern
Georgeanne Hanna
Ransy & Frymet Hare
Daniel & Gladys Haren
Brad Harper
Madelyn Harper
Nathaniel Hastings
Karen Hayenga
Gary Heinfeld
Vickie Herd
Jill Hernandez 
David Hesser
Karen Hinds
Barry & Becca Hornstein 
Ingrid Huang
Imagination Avenue
Valerie Iwinski
Potana Kumar Gupta Jamili 
Curtis & Angela Jennings
Geraldine Kasten
Elizabeth Kearns
Emily & Kris Kile
Beth Kozik
Jody Kris
Jennifer Kupiszewski
L’Amoure Ristorante
Michelle Langan
Jack Larsen
Greg Lechowski
Joyce Lefco
Sherri Lehmann 
Ellen & William Leibow
David & Mary Lewis
Nancy Licht 
Jill Linden
Cynthia Malbrough
Andrew Martin
Nancy Maser

Richard & Joanne Masica
Kathy & Mike McDonald
Nancy Meech
Sharon Melton
Dr. Shawn Meyer
Victoria Millard 
Zell Millard
Maureen & John Mills
Janet Moeur
Moments Salon
People’s Mortgage 
Ramona Napier
Heather Nassar
Mickie Neil
Jill Nico
Ndidiamaka Obiesie
James O’Connor
Joni & Tom Owen
Kirk Peda
Kenneth & Bern Peterson
Amy & Shaun Pressley
Tonya Price
Kelly Randall
Mark & Pam Remsey 
Michael & Genevieve Remus
Chuck & Donna Riser
Ross Robb
Bob & La Nell Roper
Dr. Karlsson Roth
Alan & Ellen Rothbart
Carolyn Sechler, CPA, PC
Shelly Shaffer
Maulik Shah
Binumon Sivaraman
SkyVenture Arizona
Mary Slaughter
Stephanie Smith
John & Lisa Soeby
Michael Stanley
Troy Stockstad
Lin Stoudt
Srikanth Surukuntu
Janelle Tassart
Gayle Taylor
The Phoenix Symphony
The Rumrunner/The Dish
Richard Thompson, Jr
Christopher & Pauline Tiffany
Tom Timmer
Betsy Trombino
Tigran Unciano
Aaron Vernon
Marc & Susan Voirol 
Lori Walk
Jill & Michael Walker
Waste Management Phoenix 
Open
JoAnn & Gordon Watkins
Tim & Sally Watters
Claudia Weiss
Wells Fargo- The Private Bank
Heidi Wesolowski
Leslie Williams
Patricia Winter & Thomas 
Snidecor
Neil & Michelle Wintle
Cherie Wright
Eric & Caryle Zaharia
Rick Zawtocki

Friends – Up to $99
10 Minutes For Talking
Madeline Agpoon Papazian & 

Bill Papazian
AIRES
Nadine Alfonso
Nancy Allen
Amazing Jake’s
Margaret & C. Leroy Anderson
Linda Anderson
Lani Angell Comp
Arizona Museum for Youth
Arizona Museum of Natural 
History
Al & Chaunacy Armstrong
Michaelene Barlow
Shirley Bentle
Big 5 Sporting Goods
Brigitte Bontems
Anna & Fred Burgmann
Kylie Campo
Brianna Carreras
Steven & Jane Carter
James Carvalho
Suzanne Chait-Magenheim
Challenger Little League
Children’s Museum of Phoenix
Shawna Christofis
Dianna Contreras
Catherine Coscia
Diana Daffner
Jane Dalen
Lauren Daniels
Diane Dimmock
Dean & Janice Dinner
William & Eileen Dobias
Down Syndrome Network
Jennifer Earl
Easter Seals Blake Foundation
Candee Eisenhart
Employees of Enterprise Bank 
& Trust
Blanca Esparza-Pap
Feeding Matters
Michelle Ferber
First Cup - Dunkin’ Donuts
First Things First
Karin Foster
Diedra Freedman
Christine Friedemann
Eileen Fuller & Bruce Cartier
Mary Garland
Girly Girlz
Kathryn Goldberg
Amelia & Mario Gonzalez
Great Arizona Puppet Theater
Barbara Greenberg
Robert Harbeke
Altaf Hasan
Miriam Hayenga 
Bonnie & John Heal
Heard Museum
Margo Himes
Honeywell Hometown Solu-
tions
Jennifer Hood
Wendi & Trevor Howe
Linda Hudnall
Leanna Hunsaker
Claudia & Leon Igras
Grace Kasnick
Jennifer & Larry Kasten
Dan & Jill Kessler
Eric & Jean Koeppen
Melba Kolling
Dick & Betty Kowalski

Diane Kudo
Anne Lalonde
Kelli LeVasseur
Jason & Laura Lewis
Beth Marsh
Danielle & Richard Martinez
Shauna & Ronald Mattson 
Emily Mayhew
Marilyn Cecelia Mead
Dr. Raun Melmed
Mike’s Bike Chalet
Kathleen Miller
James Morris
Kim Morris
Eileen Mueske
Susan Murphy
Chellappin Narayanan
Jodie Nebrich
Angela Nguyen
Gayle Nobel
North Country Healthcare
Nancy Oreshack
Maria S. Padilla
Phil Pangrazio
Michelle Pansulla
Gwendolyn Parker
Linda & Christopher Parkis
Phoenix Children’s Hospital - 
The Emily Center
Pilot Parents of Southern 
Arizona
Maria Angelica Pimentel
Polar Ice Chandler
Janice & Jeff Proctor-Murphy
Mary Pyles
Harry & Mary Quinsler
Becky Raabe
Denise Resnik
Mimi Rogers
Karen Ross
Robin Roth
Robert Rouhani
Ryan House
Gabriela Sanchez Orozco
Michael Sanderfer
Satya Sarma
Paulina Serna
Sharon Shelley
Ronald Smith
Robin Smith
Jonni Snyder
Special Olympics
James Speros & Christina Starr 
Speros
Linda Stevenson
Jennifer Sosnow
Peggy & Don Storrs
Stratum Laser Tag
Nilda Townsend
Debra Truea
Jeffrey Turner
Veronique Vaillancourt
Van’s Golf Shops
Anh Toan Vu
Robert Waskowich
Belinda Weiss
Chasity & Clinton Wellnitz
Jill West
Wolz’s Florist
Stefanie Workman
Christina Yomantas
Julie Zimmerman
Cynthia Zobrist

Thank You to Our Donors
January  1, 2013 - December 31, 2013
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